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Blessed In Kake

Our Short-term Mission Team arrived in Kake, Alaska by ferry and we were
quickly assisted in unpacking and settling in. We were blessed by many in the
community during our short stay there with food donations for our meals, and in
many other ways.

During our time there, we were able to renew friendships and initiate new con-
nections between our team members and those in the Kake community. Our
team set up a Culture Camp, assisted in work projects, and lead Sports Camp
and VBS. It was exciting to watch our team use their gifts to serve the Lord in
the community of Kake.

And as we left and returned home, we knew that we had impacted this commu-
nity once again and blessed them with our time amongst them. We have left a
family that loves us and we love them...and God loves us all!

2015 WLC Team — 19 members: Bil Lund, Brittany McCarty, Dan Peterson, Dan
Peterson lll, Dawn Osladil, Emmanuel Choragudi, Gabe Peterson, Garrett
Stennes, Jeannie Backlund, Jerry Backlund, Jeff Linert, Kris Peterson, John
Wutke, Laura Stennes, Mary Scott, Megan Wutke, Michael Hamann, Sally Dunn,
and Steve Stone.
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Living-the=Strange-Lifecia=Discipteeof=Jesus
in—a-Post=Christian—culture

Be Still!

As we have been spending time in Exodus this summer one of the themes that |
have noticed popping up over and over again is how God is constantly reminding
His people of who He is. At first glance this might seem odd; | mean God is, well
God, why does He have to define who He is? The answer for the Israelites was
that they were learning, they did not know much about YHWH, so as He was mak-
ing for Himself a people He needed to reveal Himself in powerful ways. This was
especially true as the Israelites faced difficult times and challenges, God is contin-
ually reminding them that they can trust Him, because He is God.

As those who follow the ultimate revelation of God, Jesus Christ, we need to be
reminded of this same truth today, the truth that God is, well God, so He can be
trusted. As the culture around us is quickly embracing the ways of the world it can
become very easy for us not to be still, which actually makes the call to be still and
trust that God is in control as important as ever. The headlines are overwhelming
and the temptation is to get so caught up in all that is going on that we forget the
truth that the God we serve is sovereign over all.

This fall we will be spending 5 weeks working our way through the book of | Peter
learning what it is like to live as exiles in a foreign land as we answer the funda-
mental question of how does a disciple of Jesus live in a world like ours? In order
to answer this question we will focus on how disciples of Jesus can live faithful
lives in the midst of a culture that is fundamentally opposed to the truths of our
faith. In 1 Peter we are given a great example of what it means to live as
strangers, as those who have been exiled into a very different land. What we will
learn will challenge us, but it might be exactly what disciples of Jesus need to hear
today.

As we enjoy these last few weeks of summer | pray that you will be encouraged by
the truth that God is in control and because that is the truth, we can rest in that
truth and simply be still.

Blessings,
Pastor Tom

Bible
University

3rd Grade students will attend
BIBLE UNIVERSITY (formerly
known as 3rd Grade Bible), Sun-
day mornings during Kids Link at
9:30 a.m.

Parents, you get to attend BIBLE
UNIVERSITY also! Your class will
meet at 9:30 a.m. in the Family

Center.

Watch for more information and
registration details over the next

months.
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Weddings:

Daniel Wesser & Kaye Lanie Berg

Courtney Dolan & Zachary Barringer

Baptisms:
LaVonna Sharae Burgin
Leah Renee Bohren

Deaths:

Patrick Brewer ~ grandmother,
Suzanne Mortenson ~ father, Bob
Family of Gary Reichling

Family of Bruce Greenlee

Jim Hayden ~ step-mother, Ann
Greg Jensen ~ father, T Newlin

Service Times
at WLC:

Sundays at Valley Creek:

Sanctuary, Blended 8 & 11am
Sanctuary, Contemporary 9:30am

Genesis, Contemporary 11am

Saturdays at Valley Creek:

Journey, 5pm

Sundays at Oak Hill:
Blended 9:00am
Contemporary10:30am
Office & Mailing Address:
7380 Afton Road
Woodbury, MN 55125

Office Hours:
Mon. — Thurs.: 9am—4pm
Friday: 9am-3pm

Phone: (651) 739-5144
Fax: (651) 739-3536

Website:
www.woodburylutheran.org
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Beautiful Friendships

Wine, Women & Song

In September | will be a member of WLC for 28 years! Many of you reading this know my
faith grew up here. | remember | wanted to learn and grow and | wanted to be like women |
saw at church. | wanted to be like Jane Dibbern, Mavis Shriver, Pat Stevens, Judy Van-
Overbeke, Joy Hopke, Peggy Lund and Ruth Wessman (there were others) and of course,
Rhoda Pfotenhauer. Rhoda and | spent many hours together while | poured out my heart
trying to heal and know God. I'm sure there were times she tired of my sad stories, but she
never showed it. Pastor Paul consistently listened, encouraged me and pointed me to God’s
love. When | think of the early years on the path, they were my spiritual mentors and ‘Stephen
Ministers.’

At the time there were three controversial topics — Wine, Women and Song. Wine at com-
munion is the blood of Christ. Jesus said so. This truth can be controversial. Song repre-
sents worship styles (yes the debate is decades old and likely will exist until Jesus comes
again.) The Women reference refers to the boundaries that are in place for women serving in
some roles. One of those boundaries was serving communion; until very recently only elders
and pastors could serve communion at the VC campus. Then finally it happened, the timing
was right and women were included. Just a few months ago | was served by a woman, a
friend. As our eyes met that first time they filled with tears. It was joyful, beautiful and healing.

The funny thing is you would think | would have been the first to enlist! But for some reason |
hesitated. | didn’t understand why | didn’t jump in, until a few weeks ago. | was in the lobby
on a Sunday morning and Scott Stevens asked if | was trained to be a communion assistant.
| told him no. “Well, would you like to be?” And so | was trained right then and there.

| was a bit nervous as | began — | even forgot to say anything to the first person | offered the
bread to. From there on it became more and more comfortable... “The body of Christ broken
for you,” | repeated. That phrase inside me went from my mind wanting to be sure to say it
“right” to it becoming a prayer and then after that to praising God like a song in my heart.
When we finished, we communed together at the altar and then covered the bread and wine.
| took a moment to look at who | served with, Mr. Morton, who recently helped me in need,
Mr. Stevens, a man I've respected and Rhoda. We stood at the altar together, serving shoul-
der to shoulder. | have grown through her mentoring just like the students of Rabbis in the
time of the Last Supper.

God has placed me here in this place just like he did you. He placed me in the lobby that Sun-
day. He placed Rhoda there, too. The reason for my hesitation serving as a communion as-
sistant was clear; there was a purpose for the wait. It was written by God way back when |
didn’t know Old from New Testament. He knew one day Rhoda and | would experience this
together and | believe He smiled when we did. What an awesome God we have. | will hold
this in my heart.

And one more thing, thank you to all the women and men who have taught me all along.

Matthew 26:26: While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” ~ Mary Lehman
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A fortress is a highly protected and impenetrable
building—a stronghold in battle. Martin Luther
penned the words, “A mighty fortress is our God, a
bulwark never failing.” (A bulwark is a fortified wall,
like a dam, that would hold back whatever would
seek to invade). Long before that, the psalmist
penned Psalm 91:2, “I will say of the LorD, 'He is my
refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom [ trust.”
These writers knew the intimate peace of a protected
place, a fortress that came from the protection of an
Almighty God.

We have likely all had our living rooms disrupted
by an architectural wonder made of chairs, blankets,
and couch cushions, a fort where our kids can hide
from the snares of cleaning their rooms and feel the
close belonging of those invited into the space.

This month, we'd like to encourage you to build
a family fort as a place to hide away and pray. It
can be something you create in your living room
with blankets and pillows or you may choose to
create an outdoor fort following the directions on the
next page.

As you build your physical fort and create a quiet
and protected place to meet with God, discuss how
the protection of God as our fortress makes you feel.
Do you feel safe? Protected? Hidden?

Consider these occasions when you might come
to your fortress to pray:

Psalm 91:1 declares, “Whoever dwells in the
shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow
of the Almighty.” Sometimes the intimacy of a
fort allows rest, and God encourages us to find
our rest in Him. Pray for peace and rest when
you feel weary.

Psalm 91:4-5 comforts us with, “He will cover
you with his feathers, and under his wings
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you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be
your shield and rampart. You will not fear the
terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day.”
God will keep us safe from that which we fear,
covering us and giving us refuge. Confess your
fears to God and trust Him as a strong fortress,

Psalm 91:9-10 says, “If you say, The LORD is

my refuge,' and you make the Most High your
dwelling, no harm will overtake you, no disaster
will come near your tent.” Tell God when

you feel threatened by harm or disaster, and
declare Him as your refuge.

Psalm 91 ends with verses 14-16, “Because he
loves me," says the Lorp, ‘I will rescue him; [
will protect him, for he acknowledges my name.
He will call on me, and I will answer him; [ will
be with him in trouble, [ will deliver him and
honor him. With long life I will satisty him
and show him my salvation.” These verses
encourage us to declare our love for God and
to call on Him. God will be with us, deliver

us, and honor us, and ultimately show His
salvation. These verses say, ‘I know God and [
am known by God.”

“God is our fortress” means we know Him as both
intimate protector who covers us, and Almighty
God who fights against our enemy.

by Courtney Wilson

Courtney is the Elementary Director at Christ Community
Church in the suburbs of Chicago. You can usually find her
chasing her four amazing kids around with coffee in one hand
and a camera in the other.

Taken from the August HomeFront Monthly Magazine



1 (V) Baptism Class
Saturday, 9:30am
Contact: Rachel Symmank,
651-730-0847

3 (V) Women’s Gathering Group
Mondays, 12:00pm
Contact: Tamara Karlstrand,
651-734-3974

3 (V) Cancer Companions
Mondays, 6:30pm
Contact: Pastor Tim,
651-739-5144 x221

5 (O) Short Term Mission
Trip Sharing
Wednesday, 6:00pm
Contact: Pastor Drew,
651-739-5144 x205

6 (V) Celebrate Recovery
Thursdays, 6:30pm
Contact: Larry Smith, 651-735-7725

1 3 (V) Open Doors Thursdays
Thursday, 5:00pm
Contact: Pastor Tim,
651-739-5144 x221

1 3 (V) Career Transition Connection
Thursday, 7:00pm
Contact: Tom Colosimo, 612-386-3715

Multiplying Disciples :: Transforming Lives

Woodbury Lutheran Church
7380 Afton Road
Woodbury, MN 55125
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(V) High School Mission
Trip Sharing

Sunday, 12:00pm
Contact: Patrick Brewer,

651-739-5144 x211

(V) Healing service
Sunday, 12:00pm
Contact: Pastor Tim, 651-739-5144 x221
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August 2015
Calendar
Highlights

Want more events?
Visit myWLC.org and click on
Calendar

Valley Creek Campus (V)
7380 Afton Road
Woodbury, MN 55125

Oak Hill Campus (O)
9050 60th Street North
Stillwater, MN 55082

St. Croix Campus (S)
Afton, MN 55001

(651) 739-5144

Visit us on the web at
www.woodburylutheran.org
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